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SUBJECT :HUMAN RIGHTS EVALUATION: GREECE 
REF: (A) STATE 282352, (B) ATHENS 8576 (NOTAL) 

1 . ONE OF THE FINAL ACTS OF THE PREVIOUS GREEK PARLIAMENT WAS 
PASSAGE OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE LAW GOVERNING UNIVERSAL MILITARY 
TRAINING IN GREECE WHICH REGULARIZES THE SITUATION WITH RESPECT 
TO THOSE WHO REFUSE TO BEAR ARMS BECAUSE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS 
CONVICTIONS (REF B ). BEFORE THE ADOPTION OF THIS AMENDMENT, CON 
SCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS WERE AUTOMATICALLY AND REPEATEDLY SENTENCED 
TO PRISON FOR NON-FULFILLMENT OF THEIR MILITARY SERVICE OBLIG- 
ATION. UNDER THE AMENDMENT, THOSE WHO REFUSE TO BEAR ARMS BECAUSE 
OF THEIR RELIGIOUS CONVICTION ARE OBLIGED INSTEAD TO SERVE IN THE 
MILITARY OR ENGAGE IN TRAINING FOR DOUBLE THE NORMAL PERIOD IN A 
NON-ARMS BEARING CAPACITY. THE AMENDMENT FURTHER PROVIDES THAT 
THOSE CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS WHO STILL REFUSE TO PERFORM THEIR 
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MILITARY SERVICE UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES MAY BE IMPRISONED UP 
TO THE PERIOD THEY WOULD HAVE OTHERWISE SERVED IN THE MILITARY. 
HOWEVER, ONCE RELEASED THEY ARE EXEMPTED FROM FURTHER MILITARY 
SERVICE OR TRAINING. FINALLY, THE AMENDMENT STIPULATES THAT PAST 
CONVICTIONS FOR FAILING TO SERVE DUE TO RELIGIOUS CONVICTION ARE 
REVOKED AND THE PREVIOUS RECORD OF ANY OFFENDERS WILL BE SWEPT 
CLEAN. 
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2. THE AMENDMENT WAS ADOPTED BY THE GOG PRIMARILY TO BENEFIT THE 
SEVERAL DOZEN JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WHO HAVE REFUSED TO FULFILL 
THEIR MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS. A VICIOUS CIRCLE EXISTED IN 

THE PAST WHEREBY A CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR COULD BE CONVICTED AND 
SENTENCED REPEATEDLY FOR NOT PERFORMING HIS SERVICE. A CONSCIENTI- 
OUS OBJECTOR CAN NOW SERVE WITH THE MILITARY IN A NON-ARMS BEARING 
CAPACITY, ALTHOUGH HIS TOUR WILL BE TWICE THAT OF THE REGULAR 
INDUCTEE. ALTERNATIVELY. HE CAN REFUSE SERVICE AND, IF CONVICTED, 

SERVE A TERM OF IMPRISONMENT. HOWEVER, HE NO LONGER FACES 
DOUBLE JEOPARDY THEREAFTER. 

3. THE AMENDMENT WAS PASSED OVER STRONG OPPOSITION IN MILITARY 
CIRCLES AND REPRESENTS A GENUINE EFFORT BY THE GOG TO COPE WITH 
THE PROBLEM OF DEALING WITH CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS ON A REASON- 
ABLE BASIS. MFA OFFICIALS HAVE REPEATEDLY EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN 

TO US OVER THE ANNUAL COUNTRY REPORT TO CONGRESS CONCERNING HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN GREECE WHICH IS SUBMITTED IN CONNECTION WITH SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION AND WHICH HAS MENTIONED THE AMNESTY INTER- 
NATIONAL REPORT ON THE SITUATION OF THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN 
GREECE. WE HAVE CONTINUED TO POINT OUT TO THE MFA OFFICIALS THAT 
THE REPORT TO CONGRESS IS REQUIRED BY LAW TO INCLUDE ANY SUCH 
ALLEGATIONS FROM WHATEVER SOURCES. THE MFA OFFICIALS ARE HOPEFUL 
THAT THE RECENT AMENDMENT WILL MITIGATE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL'S 
OBJECTIONS SINCE THOSE CONDEMNED UNDER THE EARLIER LAW HAVE 
BEEN RELEASED FROM CONFINEMENT. 
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4. AS INSTRUCTED BY STATE 282352, WE HAVE REMINDED THE 
RESPONSIBLE MFA OFFICIALS OF THE REPORTING REQUIREMENT ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS FOR COUNTRIES RECEIVING SECURITY ASSISTANCE. 
MILLS 
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